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HONORARY
BISHOP ERNEST vonWILBUR NEWMAN

Ernest vonWilbur Newman was born on April 9, 1928, in
Kingstree, South Carolina, to the late Reverend Melon C. Newman and
Serena Hamilton. He graduated from Alston High School in
Summerville, South Carolina, in 1944. He was ordained at the young
age of sixteen. He then went to Claflin University in Orangeburg, South
Carolina, graduating with a bachelor of arts degree in 1948.

After graduation he served as pastor at Summerville Church in
Summerville, South Carolina; Rock Mill Church in Rock Mill, South
Carolina; and Bethlehem Kidd Street Church, Chaney Charge in
Talladega, Alabama. He had the foresight to see greater opportunities
in the state of Florida, where he became pastor of Kelly Chapel
Methodist Church in Miami. After a brief stay he entered Gammon
Theological Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1953, graduating with a
master of divinity degree in 1956.

While attending Gammon he met and married the former
Thelma Lewis Heard in 1955. From this union came two children,

Kathy Newman McCoy, born on August 3, 1957, and Ernest W. Newman Il, born on July 20, 1958.

He was admitted on trial in the South Carolina Conference in 1946, was ordained deacon in 1949,
and was ordained elder and received into full connection in 1950. He transferred to the Florida
Conference in 1955.

Bishop Newman served St. Joseph Methodist Church, Jacksonville, 1955-57, and Zion Methodist
Church, Ocala, 1957-64, overseeing there the construction of a new sanctuary that is still in use today as
the main sanctuary. Fairfield, Jacksonville, was part of the appointment in 1958-59. While at Zion he was
also chaplain for the Florida School for Girls. In 1964 he was appointed to Ebenezer in Jacksonville,
which was one of the most prestigious churches in the conference before integration. He relocated the
church to its present location. In 1969 Mt. Moriah was added to the appointment. He served Ebenezer
and Mt. Moriah until 1972.

From 1972 to 1977 he served as district superintendent of the Melbourne District, the first black
American to serve a full term in the cabinet. During that time he oversaw the construction of a new
parsonage and district office. In 1977 he was the first black American to pastor an all-white major church
in the Florida Conference. Plantation had a membership of approximately two thousand people and a
guarter million dollar budget. He then served as associate director, Council on Ministries, 1982-83, and
as superintendent of the Deland District, 1983-84.

In 1984 he was the first black American in the Southeastern Jurisdiction to be elected bishop. He
was assigned to the Nashville Area, where he served until his retirement in 1992.

Along the way he was awarded four doctor of divinity degrees: from Claflin University, Bethune-
Cookman College, Rust College and Lambuth University.

Bishop Newman was a member of the President’s Conference on Library Science and Services, the
Southeastern Jurisdiction Conference Court of Appeals, and the Board of Trustees of four colleges
including Emory University. He served as president of the Board of Trustees of Gammon Theological
Seminary, president of Southeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops, and secretary of the College of
Bishops. Bishop Newman was a delegate to the General Conference of the United Methodist Church in
1976, 1980, and 1984 and to the World Methodist Conference in 1986

Other United Methodist service included chairperson, Endorsing Committee, Division of Chaplains
and Related Ministries, Board of Higher Education and Ministry; representative to the Consultation of
Methodist Bishops, Council of Bishops; representative to the Southeastern Jurisdiction Urban Workers
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Network; member, Executive Committee, Council of Bishops; member, Commission on Black Colleges;
member, General Commission on Religion and Race; member, United Methodist Communications; and
member, General Board of Higher Education and Ministry.

He was also affiliated with Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. He belonged to Modern Free and Accepted
Masons of the World and was Noble of the Mystic Shrine of M.A.L. Temple/500.

Bishop Newman departed this life on August 28, 2008, as a result of heart failure. His service was
held at Warren Memorial United Methodist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, on September 2, 2008, with
Bishop Lloyd Knox, the Reverend Henry Clay, Bishop Bevel Jones, the Reverend Elijah McGhee, and
Bishop William Morris officiating. Interment was in Westview Cemetery in Atlanta.

Bishop Newman leaves to mourn him his wife of fifty-three years, Thelma H. Newman; daughter
Kathy Newman McCoy and her husband Ellington McCoy; son Ernest W. Newman |l and his wife Linda
Newman; and his sister Ernestine Crawford and her husband Edward Crawford. Bishop Newman has
five grandchildren: Giselle McCoy, Charlene McCoy, Ellington McCoy, Ernest Newman lll, and Erin Yeager
and husband Eric Yeager; two great grandchildren, D’Evon McCoy and Isaiah DeQuincy Jackson; and a
host of nieces and nephews.

Submitted by Kathy McCoy

CLERGY
OVIDIO AMARO

Ovidio Amaro was born in Bauta, Havana, Cuba, on
December 29, 1930.

His father was a member of the military forces of Cuba, and
while the family was stationed in the Isle of Pines, Ovidio was active
in helping different ministries of the Methodist Church, especially
serving the poor people in rural areas, where he also taught illiterate
people to read and to write. He was always committed to advocating
for those who were deprived or abused. Later, while he was serving
as a pastor, his ministry would be marked by his passion for justice
and mercy.

Ovidio had the opportunity to study at Irene Toland School in
Matanzas, one of the educational centers of the Methodist Church of
Cuba. After completing studies at Irene Toland and graduating from
the Pre-University Institute of Matanzas with a bachelor’s degree in
liberal arts, Ovidio was approved as a candidate for ministry in the
Cuba Conference, entered the Evangelical Theological Seminary of
Matanzas, and graduated with a master of divinity in 1955.

While studying in Matanzas, he met Ana L. Navarro, whom he married on June 26, 1954. Ana is
also a graduate of Irene Toland and has a bachelor’s degree in education. Ovidio and Ana had two
children. They were happily married for 54 years and together dedicated their time and energy to serve
the Lord in the Methodist Church.

Ovidio was admitted on trial in the Cuba Conference and ordained deacon in 1955 and was
ordained elder in 1957 by Bishop John W. Branscomb, who at that time was the presiding bishop of the
conferences of Florida and Cuba.

Ovidio served two churches in Cuba: San Juan de los Years and Bauta. In 1961 Ovidio and Ana,
along with their children, left Cuba’s communist regime to come to the United States in search of
freedom. From 1961 to 1971 he served churches in South Texas as a clergy member of the Rio Grande
Conference. In 1971 he transferred to the Florida Conference, where he served in the following
appointments: Polk County Spanish Ministries, 1971-74; Carol City, Miami/Fort Lauderdale Hispanic,
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1974-78; First Hispanic, Hialeah, 1978-86; and Tamiami, Miami, 1986-2000, when he retired. The
Tamiami church was badly damaged by Hurricane Andrew in 1992 while he was the pastor in charge.
After this difficult experience Ovidio was instrumental in the project of repairing and remodeling the
sanctuary and facilities, even working with his own hands.

Ovidio touched the lives of many people during his 47 years in ministry and was faithful to his call. His
favorite hymn, “He Leadeth Me,” and his most visited passages of the Bible, Psalms 91 and 46, testify about
his thorough confidence and commitment to God. He used to say: “When | have to face difficulties and trials,
| don’t feel discouraged. | look up to the Almighty God who is my refuge and my fortress.”

After his retirement Ovidio and his wife moved to Hialeah and then to Miami Lakes, Florida, where
they finally established their residence. At the beginning of 2008 his health began a serious decline. This was
a difficult time for him, but during his iliness he experienced the lavish care and love of his wife and his whole
family. He passed away on June 4, 2008. The service to celebrate his life was conducted on June 5, 2008, at
the Chapel of Ferdinand Funeral Home in Miami, with the Reverend Rene Ramirez officiating.

Ovidio is greatly missed not only by his wife Ana; his children, Migdalia and Ovidio; and his
daughter-in-law, Barbara, but also by his grandchildren, Danny, Erick, and Tommy, who used to enjoy
the company of their Puchy (a Spanish expression that denotes affection to a “chummy” grandfather).

Submitted by the Reverend Tony Fernandez

JAMES WILLARD BAUGHER

James (Jim) Willard Baugher was born on December 16,
1926, in Eldorado, lllinois. He was the fifth of six children born to
Effie Mae Smith Buagher and Ed L. Baugher.

Jim was the devoted father of three children: Janice Renee
Baugher Owens and James Kent Baugher of Jacksonville, Florida,
and Karen Baugher Ness of Rapid City, South Dakota. He was also a
loving stepfather to Bonnie Shipman Thomas, Kathleen Shipman
Jansen, and Donald Shipman, Jr.

After graduating from Eldorado High School in 1944, Jim
enlisted in the U.S. Army and was on a troop ship on the way to
invade Japan when the surrender took place. He was later teased
that Japan surrendered when they heard he was on his way there!
He spent the rest of his enlistment in Manila, the Philippines, where
he was part of the Army Medical Corps. While Jim was in the
Philippines, he sang in a quartet of personnel from the hospital that
performed frequently throughout the Manila area.

After his army discharge, Jim attended Southern lllinois

University on the Gl Bill, graduating with a bachelor of arts degree in 1950. He also took four years of voice
training while singing and performing with the SIU mixed chorus throughout the state. During his years at
SIU, Jim was feeling the call to preach but pushed the thought aside. He later wrote that during these years
his bedtime prayers were “Wherever you lead, | will follow,” but he said that he received no clear vision or
call at that time. Later, while hitchhiking home from college one weekend, he was picked up by the district
superintendent who had issued Jim his exhorter’s license when he was just 16 years old. The D.S. asked him
to take a small church a few miles from the college, just preaching on Sundays, while he was attending
school. At this point, Jim became convinced that he was indeed being called by the Lord to preach.

In the fall of 1950 Jim headed for Asbury Seminary, where he sang in a male quartet to help pay
his way. When Asbury lost its accreditation, he dropped out and a few years later enrolled in Candler
School of Theology at Emory University. He received his master of divinity degree in 1957 and returned
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to serve in the Southern lllinois Conference for several years. There he was admitted on trial in 1955,
was ordained a deacon in 1957, and was ordained an elder and received into full connection in 1959.

In 1960 Jim transferred to the Florida Conference, where he served the following congregations:
White City, Ft. Pierce/Port St. Lucie, 1960-61; Port St. Lucie, 1961-64; Canal Point, 1964-65; associate,
Trinity, Miami, 1965-66; Lakeview, Miami, 1966-70; Parkway, Pompano Beach, 1970-71; Trinity, North
Port, 1971-78; associate, First, Coral Gables, 1978-79; First, Cocoa Beach, 1979-84; College Park,
Orlando, 1984-87; First, Winter Garden, 1987-90; and Grace, Merritt Island, 1990-93.

Jim served on many district and conference boards, including evangelism, health and welfare, and
the counseling center. He was also supervising pastor to several ministerial candidates. His music
ministry was important to him, and he continued this ministry with concerts at his own churches, as well
as many others, over the years. Jim’s famous Singing Sermons will always be one of the things for which
he is most remembered.

He retired in 1993 and moved to Venice, Florida, continuing his ministry into retirement at Trinity
United Methodist Church in North Port. He had previously served this church for seven years in the
1970s. Jim remained at Trinity as a part-time visiting pastor for four more years. As Alzheimer’s disease
began to take his memory, he retired again.

In 1971 Jim married the former Judy Holmes Shipman, who also loved the Lord. They had thirty-seven
happy years together before Jim passed away on September 14, 2008. The memorial service was held at
Christ United Methodist Church, Venice, Florida, on September 19, 2008, with the Reverend Dr. Steve Miller
and the Reverend Dr. Larry Potts officiating. Jim’s good friend, the Reverend John Whitehead, assisted and
gave the eulogy. Jim’s ashes were interred in the Memorial Garden at Christ United Methodist Church.

He is survived by his wife, his daughters, his son, his stepdaughters, his stepson, 15 grandchildren,
and two great-grandchildren.

Jim will long be remembered for his beautiful tenor voice, his hearty laugh, and his love of life.

Submitted by Judy Baugher and Renee Owens

LEWIS WASHBURN BRADSHAW

Lewis Washburn Bradshaw was born on February 20, 1920, in
Ossining, New York, to John L. and Annette R. Bradshaw. He married Ruth
Johnson on September 15, 1950, and they had five children: Janette,
John, Jeff, Jill, and Jim.

Lew served in World War Il on the Aleutian Islands. While there he said
to God in a prayer, “While | am not good enough to be a preacher, | will be a
teacher if you get me off this island alive.” As a result he was a public school
teacher for twenty-five years before taking early retirement at age fifty-five.

In 1977 he, his wife Ruth, and their son, Jim, moved to Daytona Beach,
Florida, where he became active in the First United Methodist Church. As his
son Jim responded to God'’s call on his life in the mid 1980s, Lew felt a stirring
as well. Eventually he attended the license to preach school and became a
part-time supply pastor, serving Forest Hills, DeLand, 1988-92, and Livingston
Memorial, Daytona Beach, 1992-95. Both churches were energized by his
enthusiasm for ministry and responded with increased participation.

After retiring, he led Bible studies and Sunday school classes at Community United Methodist
Church in Daytona Beach.

He died on June 4, 2008. Burial was on June 20, 2008, at the Florida National Cemetery in
Bushnell, with his son Jim officiating. He is survived by his five children and eight grandchildren.

Lew will be forever known for his kindness and his desire for people to know the Lord.

Submitted by Jim Bradshaw

-224-



2009 Journal of The Florida Annual Conference — Part V

HOWARD EUGENE CHENAULT

Howard Eugene Chenault was born on November 9, 1928, in
Nortonville, Kentucky, one of seven children of Bonnie Clyde Chenault
and Jennie Estelle Dawes Chenault. The family subsequently lived in
Sand Mountain, Alabama, and then in the bends of the Coosa River
before moving to Venice, Florida, in 1938.
He graduated from Venice-Nokomis High School in 1946. After
two years of active service in the U.S. Marine Corps he enrolled in Florida
Southern College but was recalled to active duty from October 1950 until
December 1951. He then returned to receive his degree in accounting.
He worked for W.R. Grace Company, Florida Phosphate Division, until
1959, when he moved his family to Ft. Worth, Texas, to attend
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He graduated in 1962 and
preached in several Southern Baptist churches in Florida until 1972.
Admitted as a probationary member of the Florida Conference
and ordained a deacon in 1974, he was ordained an elder in 1976. He
served at Springhead, 1974-76; Seville, 1976-80; Lealman, St.
Petersburg, 1980-84; Garden City, Jacksonville, 1984-85; and Olga/Ft. Myers Shores, 1985-94. In 1994
he and his wife retired to Englewood; they moved to Gainesville in 2000.
Howard died on June 2, 2007. Memorial services were held on June 10, 2007, at Trinity United
Methodist Church in Gainesville, Florida. Interment was in the Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell, Florida.
He is survived by his wife, Sharon Kay Kuitert Chenault; two daughters, Linda Diane Sanders and
husband Barry and Naomi Kathleen Gonzales and husband Jason; three sons: Howard Eugene Chenault Jr.,
Clyde Steven Chenault, and Brand K. Chenault; eleven grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; brother,
Webb Dudley Chenault of Miami, Florida; and sister, Kathleen Virginia Wightman of Venice, Florida.
Submitted by the Memoirs Committee

EDWIN SNOWDEN DAVIS

Edwin Snowden Davis was born on February 8, 1929, in
Mountain Home, Arkansas, to Lester B. and Jessie R. Davis. The family
returned to their home state of Alabama when he was three years old.
His father was a Methodist minister, so he grew up in towns
throughout northwest Alabama, graduating from Dora High School.

He received a degree in history from the University of Alabama,
followed by a master of divinity degree from Candler School of
Theology, Emory University. Years later he received a master’s degree
in political science from Auburn University.

Admitted on trial in the North Alabama Conference and ordained
deacon in 1952, Ed transferred to the Florida Conference in 1954 and was
ordained elder and received into full connection in 1956. He served as
associate at Palma Ceia, Tampa, 1954-57. The founding pastor of Temple
Terrace, Tampa, he served there from 1957 to 1963. He was president of
the Tampa Urban League and wrote a weekly column, “Today’s Living,”
for the Tampa Times and the Tuscaloosa (Alabama) News.

While serving at Palma Ceia, he met and married Peggy Anderson.
Ed was commissioned as a reserve U.S. Air Force chaplain in 1957 and served at MacDill Air Force
Base in Tampa for six years before entering active duty in July 1963. During his 28 years of active duty he
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and his family lived in several areas of the United States, as well as in Germany and England. He served
in Vietnam and Thailand during the Vietnam War.

He received numerous military decorations and awards, including the Bronze Star, the Legion of
Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Force Commendation Medal, the Air Force Outstanding
Unit Award, and the National Defense Service Medal.

After he retired from the air force in 1991, Ed and Peggy returned to Tampa. He was a hospice
volunteer and a member of the speaker’s bureau. He enjoyed running, biking, practicing yoga, and rowing.
He completed 43 marathons after the age of 50 and participated in the Gasparilla 15k almost every year.

He truly loved God, his family and friends, his country, and Crimson Tide football.

Ed died on August 7, 2008, of complications from heart surgery. Funeral services were held on
August 12, 2008, at Palma Ceia United Methodist Church in Tampa, Florida. Burial was in Myrtle Hill
Cemetery in Tampa.

He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Peggy; his daughter, Meg Whitney of Tampa; his son, Edwin
Davis and wife Barbara of Ponce Inlet, Florida; two grandchildren, Erik Whitney and Kristen Whitney of
Tampa; and nephew, Ben Davis of Woodstock, Georgia.

Submitted by the Memoirs Committee

WILLIAM LOUIS FRAZIER

William Louis Frazier was born on April 1, 1918, in Branford,
Florida, the seventh of eight children of Oscar and Estelle Green
Frazier. The family moved to Alachua, Florida, where he graduated
from Alachua County Training School and where he worked with his
family sharecropping.

He enlisted in the army and served during World War Il in the
Aviation Battalion, stationed in Italy. After receiving an honorable
discharge, he returned to Alachua, where he was employed for more
than fifty years with such companies as General Electric, Food Lion,

Copeland Sausage, and J.E. Jones Construction, as well as the
University of Florida.

Willie accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior at an early
age. He was baptized and ordained a deacon at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Alachua. He became a local pastor in the Florida
Conference, serving in High Springs, Cross City, Chiefland, Old Town,
and Williston. He pursued his ministerial training at Gammon
Theological Seminary and Candler School of Theology at Emory University, both in Atlanta, Georgia.

Through his authentic generosity and unselfish commitment to racial harmony and to helping the
disadvantaged, the Reverend Mr. Frazier provided free produce from his home garden to those in need
in the community until his health declined. His most outstanding community service was to have U.S.
Highway 441 through Alachua County renamed Martin Luther King, Jr., State Highway.

His hobbies were helping people in need, fishing, and spending time with his grandchildren and
his family.

The Reverend Mr. Frazier died on September 23, 2008, in Gainesville, Florida, after a brief illness.
Funeral services were held at Paradise United Methodist Church in Alachua, Florida, on September 27,
2008, with the Reverend James D. Johnson and the Reverend S.S. Robinson officiating. Burial was in
Damascus Cemetery in Alachua.

He was predeceased by his wife of 51 years, Francine Jackson Frazier. He is survived by his
daughter, Debra Frazier Sermons and husband Eddie of Lee’s Summit, Missouri; three grandchildren:
Xavier Sermons and wife Angelic of Gainesville, Florida; Edmond Sermons of Alachua, Florida; and Erin
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Sermons of Lee’s Summit, Missouri; three great-grandchildren: Evan, Kiara, and Adrian Sermons, all of
Gainesville; sisters-in-law, Euntya Simmons of Gainesville; and Leoris Richardson and Mable Frazier of
Alachua; a foster daughter, Deorah Yeborah of Gainesville; and numerous nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends, and ministerial colleagues.

Submitted by Debra Frazier Sermons

CLARE STEVENS HALL

Clare Stevens Hall was born on August 20, 1910, in Albion,
Michigan, to Charles and Jennie Stevens Hall. He moved to Florida when
he was 10 years old and graduated from Bradenton High School in 1928.
He attended Emory University briefly before enrolling at Asbury College,
where he graduated cum laude in 1932 with a B.A. degree in philosophy.
He graduated from Asbury Theological Seminary in 1934.
In 1934 Clare was admitted on trial to the Florida Conference,
where his first assignment was a circuit in Holopaw and Kenansville.
He was ordained deacon and received into full connection in 1936
and was ordained elder in 1938. He was a member of the Florida
Conference for 72 years.
He served actively in the Florida Conference for 43 years in
the following appointments: Northwood, West Palm Beach, 1934-36;
Trenton, 1936-39; Bronson, 1939-41; Wildwood, 1941-43; Fort
Meade, 1943-46; Wesley, Miami, 1946-53; Dania, 1953-56;
Springfield, Jacksonville, 1956-58; Pahokee, 1958-60; Largo, 1960-66;
Wesley Memorial, Lakeland, 1966-68; associate, First, Orlando, 1968-
70; St. Cloud, 1970-74; and Albright, St. Petersburg, 1974-77. He was the founding pastor of Wesley in
Miami. He retired to Fort Myers in 1977.

He met Hazel Lackey at Lake Junaluska in the summer of 1954, and they were married in 1955. They
had a daughter, Susan, and two sons, Steven and Kenneth. Hazel was taken by cancer in 1967, at age 43,
leaving Clare a single father to guide his three young children through pre-teen and teenage years.

In 1975 Clare was blessed to become reacquainted with Florence Sikes, widow of the Reverend
John Sikes, and Clare and Florence were married in 1976. Clare and his three—by then grown—children
and Florence and her three grown children, Virginia, Walter, and Larry, became a blended family. Clare
and Florence lived in Fort Myers where they were both active at First United Methodist Church. He died
two months before their 32™ wedding anniversary.

We all know that Methodist ministers never really retire, and this was true of Clare. He served as
assistant pastor of First United Methodist Church of Fort Myers for 10 years, first as visitation pastor and later
in computer ministries. He always had a thirst for knowledge and was particularly interested in technology.
He was in his seventies when he got his first computer and was still learning and growing into his late
nineties. Even after he was no longer a staff member at the church, he was always involved in church and
community activities. He had a quick wit and enjoyed puns and corny jokes. Photography was another
hobby during retirement, and he was fond of puzzles, particularly if they involved mathematics.

Clare will be remembered as a caring pastor, a loving father and grandfather, and a devoted
husband. He was a man of strong convictions but was also gentle, kind, and tolerant. Throughout his
life, he cared for all people, especially for those less fortunate. He volunteered for a suicide hotline, was
an active volunteer in the Community Cooperative Ministries soup kitchen, including serving on the its
board of directors, and was a great supporter of the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home. My
brothers remember a time when they came home from school and he was sanitizing all the dishes with
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boiling water. When they asked what he was doing, he said, “Well, | found out today that the homeless
man | invited to have dinner with us last night has tuberculosis.”

Clare loved being a Methodist minister, and Annual Conference was a highlight for him every year
for more than 60 years, until he was no longer able to make the drive alone. One of his proudest
moments came on June 2, 2006, when he was able to attend with his wife and daughter, and was
honored for celebrating the 70" anniversary of his ordination as a deacon.

Clare joined his Heavenly Father on October 18, 2008, at 98 years young. He is survived by his
wife, Florence W. Hall of Fort Myers; six children: Susan Hall Musselman and husband Don of Tarpon
Springs, Florida; Steven R. Hall of Cambridge, Massachusetts; Kenneth C. Hall of Durham, North Carolina;
Gini Sikes Moore of Fort Myers; Larry Sikes and wife Laura of Palatka, Florida; and Walter Sikes and wife
Anita of East Bend, North Carolina; grandchildren: Meagan, Michael, Michael, Caitlin, David, Christine,
Crissy, John, and Joseph; and one great grandson, Terrell. He was preceded in death by his first wife,
Hazel Lackey Hall, in 1967 and a brother, Albert C. Hall, in 1998.

A memorial service was held on October 21, 2008, at First United Methodist Church in Fort Myers,
with the Reverend Jim Mitchell officiating. A graveside service and burial followed later that day in Oak
Hill Cemetery in Lakeland, officiated by the Reverend Erik Alsgaard.

Clare loved life on earth. Although he had congestive heart failure for a number of years, he was
able to stay active and independent until the last few weeks of his life. He was at Hope Hospice for the
last three days, surrounded by family, friends, and his pastor. Although we miss him deeply, we rejoice
in the knowledge that he is living out life eternal with the Lord that he loved so much and served so well.

Submitted by Susan Musselman

RAY HARRISON

Ray Harrison was born on January 25, 1929, in Wilmore,
Kentucky, to the Reverend Dr. Walter Estes Harrison and Effie Leona
Nelson Harrison. Born to older parents, he was their Ray of Sunshine,
the last of their seven children.

After graduating from Winter Haven High School in 1946, he
received a B.A. degree from Asbury College in 1951, a B.D. from
Emory University in 1959 and an M.Div. in 1972, and a doctor of
ministry from McCormick Theological Seminary, Chicago, in 1977.

While they were students at Asbury, Ray met Rose Marcella
Wagoner. They were married on August 18, 1951, on her family’s
farm. They had three children: Renee Page, born on February 28,
1954; Rochelle Lynn, born on August 3, 1956; and Ragan Kent, born
on November 8, 1963.

He served in the Korean conflict as a Navy Seabee. Teaching
Sunday school in navy bases in Japan, Cuba, and North Africa led him to
pursue a career in the church. Ray was admitted on trial in the Florida
Conference in 1958. He was ordained a deacon in 1960 and ordained an elder and received into full
connection in 1961.

Ray served the following appointments: associate, First, Clearwater, 1959-63; First, Davie, 1963-
66; Brandon, 1966-74; Hollywood Hills, 1974-77; First, St. Petersburg, 1977-83; director, Council on
Ministries, 1983-88; and superintendent, Melbourne District, 1988-94. He initiated and oversaw
building projects in several churches: a Sunday school building in Clearwater, a new complex in Davie,
and a gymnasium and Sunday school rooms at Brandon.

He served on the Board of Ordained Ministry, the Council on Ministries, UMCOR, and UMVIM and
headed Sunday School Weekends.
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After his retirement in 1994 he and Rose moved to Lakeland, Florida. He continued his ministry by
serving for 10 years as church liaison for Tampa United Methodist Centers, now Cornerstone Family
Ministries, which provides services to children and families. Passionate about its programs, he traveled
the conference raising funds for this ministry.

He was a member of the Asbury College Glee Club and later served on the college’s Alumni Board
of Directors. He was a member of both Rotary and Kiwanis clubs throughout Florida. He belonged to
the Mustang Club in Lakeland and most recently was president of the Hunter Fellowship at Florida
Presbyterian Homes, where he and Rose had moved in 2006.

For their 50" anniversary in 2001 their children treated Ray and Rose to a family heritage trip to
Mississippi and Louisiana.

Ray died on February 2, 2009, after a brief illness, of complications resulting from chronic leukemia.
Funeral services were held on February 5, 2009, at First United Methodist Church in Lakeland, Florida.
Officiating were the Reverend David McEntire, to whom Ray had been a mentor; the Reverend Gene
Zimmerman, a longtime friend; and the Reverend June Edwards. Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery in Lakeland.

Ray was dearly loved by his family and many friends. A man of unbounded humor, he was quick
to laugh, and his mischievous nature led to many jokes and pranks. He had a generous heart and a deep,
abiding faith. He never met a stranger and ministered to everyone he met: mail carriers, mechanics,
grocery store managers, bag boys. Many of these people came to pay their respects when he died.

Survivors include his wife of 57 years, Rose; daughters, Renee Page Harrison Long of Lakeland and
Rochelle Lynn Harrison Shoemaker of Central, Alaska; son, Ragan Kent Harrison of Tallahassee, Florida;
brothers, the Reverend Thomas Olsen Harrison of Lexington, Kentucky, and Dr. Walter Estes Harrison Jr.
of Moultrie, Georgia; and sisters, Arnita Harrison of Boston, Massachusetts, and Faith Harrison Keir of St.
Petersburg, Florida. Ray and Rose dearly loved their children and their six grandchildren and were
looking forward to the birth of their first great-grandchild. Unfortunately, Ray did not live to see that
great grandson, who was born 18 days after his death.

Submitted by Ragan Harrison

CHARLES LOUIS HERRON

Charles Louis Herron was born on November 24, 1930, in Peoria,
lllinois.  His parents were Raymond Wesley Herron and Ruth
Hockenbury Herron of Sanford, Florida.
He met Joyce Pyle while they were students at Asbury, and they
were married on August 13, 1951. They had five children: Michael Ray
Herron, born on September 20, 1952; Perri Lynne Herron, born on
September 13, 1956; Brenda Joyce Herron, born on September 18,
1958; Charles Wesley Herron, born on August 24, 1960; and Andrew
Curtis Herron, born on April 29, 1966.
Chuck attended Murray State College in 1948. After accepting
Christ, he attended Asbury College, 1949-51, and Stetson University,
graduating in 1952 with a B.A. He graduated from Emory University
Candler School of Theology in 1956 with a master of divinity degree.
He was ordained a deacon in the Florida Conference in 1955 and
ordained an elder in 1956. He served churches in Mims, 1952-53;
Livingston Memorial, renamed Azalea Park, Orlando, 1956-61; and Silver Palm, Homestead, 1961-65.
He served as director of the North Carolina Council of Churches Migrant Ministry in Raleigh from 1965
to 1968 and then worked with Dr. Carlyle Marney at Interpreter’s House, Lake Junaluska, North Carolina,
during which time he was a member of the Western North Carolina Conference.
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For 20 years he worked with Planned Parenthood Federation of America in Dallas, Texas;
Charlotte, North Carolina; Atlanta, Georgia; and Jacksonville, Florida, from 1970 to 1990 as director of
regional offices and affiliates.

Returning to the Florida Conference, he served the Citra/Lochloosa charge, 1991-92, and
Woodstock Park, Jacksonville, 1992-97. Chuck retired from the conference in 1997 and then became
minister of evangelism and visitation at Riverside Park, Jacksonville, serving eight years.

His special interests, besides vacationing at the beach annually with his family, were jogging and
cycling for many years and thousands of miles.

Chuck died on May 3, 2008, at Baptist Medical Center in Jacksonville from end-stage Alzheimer’s
disease. Memorial services were held on Saturday, May 10, 2008, at Riverside Park United Methodist
Church in Jacksonville, with the Reverend Rafael Vigil officiating. Eulogies were given by his wife, Jo, and
his eldest son, Michael Herron.

Surviving family members include his wife, Jo of Jacksonville; son Michael Herron and his wife Barbara
and their three daughters of Misenheimer, North Carolina; his daughter Lynne Herron and her husband Mark
Lotsey and their two children of Jacksonville; and his daughter Brenda Herron of Stuttgart, Germany, and her
two sons. Chuck was preceded in death by two sons, Andrew in 1989 and Wesley in 2004.

Chuck was a strong and blessed man, standing tall during his varied ministries: work with migrants,
involvement with Civil Rights causes in the 1960s, work with and for the homeless, work with and caring for
the poor and unwed mothers who often needed medical services, and work in churches and communities.
The children and | were and are still are proud of his quiet accomplishments through the years.

Submitted by Jo Herron

CARSON THOMAS HOWES JR.

Carson Thomas Howes, Jr., was born on September 22, 1928, in
Moore Haven, Florida, to the Reverend and Mrs. C. T. Howes. After
graduating from Key West High School, Florida State University, and
Garrett Evangelical Seminary, he followed his father as a minister in
the Florida Conference. He was admitted on trial and ordained a
deacon in 1953, was ordained an elder in 1955, and was received into
full connection in 1956.

He became a chaplain in the U.S. Air Force in 1955 and served at

bases throughout the United States and in Labrador, Spain, Korea, and
Taiwan, retiring in 1975 with the rank of lieutenant colonel. After retirement
he served as staff chaplain in Veterans Administration hospitals in Jackson,
Mississippi, and Little Rock, Arkansas, before returning to Homestead,
Florida. He later moved to Jacksonville, Florida, where he participated in a
local barbershop harmony group and was organist for the Salvation Army
before moving to Lakeland, Florida, in 2003.

Lieutenant Colonel Howes died on March 9, 2009, in Lakeland.
Graveside services were held at Jacksonville National Cemetery on April 3, 2009.

He was preceded in death by his sisters, Betty Konsler of Clermont, Florida, and Nell Johnson of
Jacksonville, and his niece, Karen Konsler Mott. He is survived by his sisters, Helen Swails of Fernandina
Beach, Florida, and Mary Ann Stokes of Gurley, Alabama; his brother, Dan Howes of Mulberry, Florida;
and 12 nieces and nephews.

Submitted by the Memoirs Committee
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GEORGE CLEMENTS McAULAY

George Clements McAulay was born in Glasgow, Scotland, on
March 10, 1922, to Abraham and Annie Theresa McBride McAulay. He
served as a junior engineering officer in the British Merchant Navy in
World War |l, during which time he met and married Ensign Marian Riggs
in Pennsylvania. They had three children: Catherine Anne McAulay, born
on January 14, 1946; George Riggs McAulay, born on June 30, 1949; and
Barbara Ellen McAulay, born on August 6, 1952. After the war he
immigrated to the states and became an American citizen.
He attended Eastbank Academy in Glasgow but had to leave for
economic reasons. He was apprenticed as a draftsman at Duncan-Stewart
Engineering Company. As soon as he came to America he started his
education at night school at the Lancaster Technological School, a branch
of Penn State. He also took a correspondence course in HVAC. At this
time he worked as a design draftsman at Armstrong Cork Company. Later
he worked for the Glenn L. Martin Company in Baltimore. When they built
the new plant in Orlando, he was one of the original mechanical design engineers who helped build the
facility, where he worked in a managerial position. He worked at Cape Canaveral during the early years of
the space race. He obtained an associate degree from Orlando Junior College and a bachelor of science
degree from Florida Southern College in 1970.

Always a leader and active in his church, George felt a call to enter the ministry. He was
encouraged and inspired by the Reverend Ed Herndon of Holden Heights to enter the lay ministry
program. His first appointment as a lay minister was to Wakulla in 1971. While he was there,
scholarship funds became available and he enrolled at Candler School of Theology, Emory University,
graduating with a master of divinity degree in 1974.

George was admitted as a probationary member of the Florida Conference and ordained a deacon
in 1973. He was ordained an elder and admitted into full connection in 1977.

He served the following churches: Grace, Perry, 1975-76; Gray Memorial, Tallahassee, 1976-78;
Immokalee, 1978-79; associate, First, Sarasota, 1979-80; Frostproof, 1980-81; and Interlachen, 1981-83.
He took a leave of absence in 1983, serving as minister of visitation at First, Orlando, and as assistant
minister at Sanlando, Longwood. After retirement in 1987, he served as interim pastor at Geneva,
retired supply at East Orlando, interim pastor at Shingle Creek in Kissimmee, and minister of visitation at
Broadway in Orlando. Subsequently he filled many guest pulpits in the Orlando and Ocala areas.

George enjoyed traveling, family camping, and attending the Highland Games and other Scottish
events. He was well known as a bagpiper, having been a member of several pipe bands and doing solo
piping for many groups and events. He was an avid sports fan, played soccer and tennis, and was a
jogger and competitive runner, participating in two marathons. He remained active until his 80’s, when
he gradually slowed down.

In September 2008 he fell in the carport and fractured his hip. It was repaired and healed well. While
he was in rehab, however, a series of complications set in and he did not do well. After seven weeks in
rehab, we brought him home hoping the change would bring a turnaround, but it didn’t happen. After four
weeks the Lord called him home on December 9, 2008. A celebration of life memorial service was held at St
Paul’s United Methodist Church in Ocala on January 17, 2009, with the Reverend Bob Wannall officiating.

He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Marian Riggs McAulay; daughters, Catherine A. Martin and
husband Kenneth of Ocala, Florida, and Barbara McAulay Friend and husband David of Zephyrhills, Florida;
son, George Riggs McAulay and wife Pamela of Fairbanks, Alaska; eight grandchildren; four great
grandchildren; sister, Catherine McAulay of Glasgow, Scotland; and nieces, nephews, and cousins. He will
be missed and remembered with love by all.

Submitted by Marian McAulay
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DUANE ALGER MEIER

Duane Alger Meier was born in Byron, Michigan, the only son of
William H. and Melba Ann White Meier, on March 28, 1920. He married
Frances Louise Carrick on September 10, 1939. Their three children are
Karen Ann Meier Kinsley, born on March 31, 1940; Mary Ellen Meier
Gardner, born on April 2, 1945; and Lois Lynette Meier Craft, born on
November 11, 1951.

Duane graduated from Byron High School in 1937, Asbury College in
1949, and Asbury Theological Seminary in 1951. He served in the Army in
Korea and the Philippines as chaplain assistant and in the Signal Corps.

He was admitted on trial in the Detroit Conference in 1949, was
ordained deacon in 1950, was received into full connection in 1951,
and was ordained elder in 1952.

He served student appointments at Hazelgreen and Sanfield,

Kentucky, 1947-48; Siloam and Taylor’s Chapel, Kentucky, 1948-49; and
McDermott, Ohio, 1950-51. After graduation he served the following
churches in Michigan: Holly and Clyde, 1951-53; Hartland and Hardy,
1953-55; and Columbine, Flint, 1955-58.

In 1958 he transferred to the Florida Conference, where he served the following appointments:
Kendrick/St. John’s, Cotton Plant and chaplain, Florida School for Girls in Ocala, 1958-60; Chiefland,
1960-63; St. John's, Sarasota, 1963-67; Belmont Park, Clearwater, 1967-74; Northeast, Tampa, 1974-78;
West Hollywood, 1978-79; disability leave, 1979-80; and Trinity, Plant City, 1980-87.

He retired in 1987 and then served for three months at Ridge Manor. He was minister of
visitation for Seffner and Forest Hills, Tampa, from 1987 until 1993.

He was founding president of Meals on Wheels of Tampa, 1975, and president of the Tampa
Ministerial Association, 1976. He gave the opening prayer at the first Tampa Bay Buccaneers game in
1976. He enjoyed going places with family, playing golf, fishing, and traveling.

Duane graduated to be with his Lord on March 11, 2009, at his home in Clearwater, Florida, with
his family by his side. He is survived by his wife of 69 and a half years, Frances, and his daughters, Karen
Ann Kinsley and husband Charles of Colorado Springs, Colorado; Mary Ellen Gardner and husband Fred
of Largo, Florida; and Lois Lynette Craft and husband Art of Clearwater, Florida. He and Frances have 10
grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren

A service of celebration was held on March 28, 2009, at Friendship United Methodist Church in
Clearwater, with his son-in-law, the Reverend Fred Gardner, and the Reverend Herbert Lang officiating.
Burial was in Hillsboro Memorial Gardens in Brandon, Florida.

Submitted by Frances Meier and Mary Ellen Gardner
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THOMAS GLENN MITCHELL

Thomas Glenn Mitchell was born on October 10, 1919, in the
Methodist parsonage in Wauchula to Frances Collins Mitchell and the
Reverend James Thomas Mitchell. He was the youngest of seven
children and the only one who went into the ministry. As a minister’s
family the Mitchells moved several times during his younger years, and
Tom graduated from Lakeland High School in 1935 at the age of 15.
Tom preached his first sermon at age 18 in the Methodist
Church in Homeland, which was a Mitchell homeplace. In 1940 he
graduated from Florida Southern College, a place that was always
important to him because his mother, a teacher there, and his father,
a ministerial student, had met and married there. All of his siblings
also graduated from Florida Southern, and four of them married
Florida Southern graduates. His grandchildren have continued his
legacy.
After graduating from the Candler School of Theology at Emory
University in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1943, he was received on trial and
ordained both deacon and elder in the Florida Conference that year. He immediately became a chaplain
in the United States Navy, serving with the 105™ Seabees in the Pacific until 1946.

Tom met Barbara Mosley at Annual Conference in Lakeland in 1949, when she was consecrated as
the first director of Christian education in the Florida Conference. Six months later they were married.
She served with him in the many appointments that followed: Inverness, 1946-50; Starke, 1950-54; Lake
Shore, Jacksonville, 1954-56; College Heights, Lakeland, 1956-60; First, Bradenton, 1960-63; First,
Gainesville, 1963-67; First, Tampa, 1967-69; St. Paul’s, Eau Gallie (now Melbourne), 1969-73; First,
Hollywood, 1973-75; director of ministry and higher education as associate director, Council on
Ministries, 1975-81; superintendent, Tallahassee District, 1981-87; and St. Paul, Jacksonville, 1987-90.
He retired in 1990 and they moved to their home in Lake Junaluska, North Carolina. They moved to
Lakeland in 1997.

In addition to his pastoral work, Tom continued with the navy in the Ready Reserves, making
bereavement and MIA calls to families from 1946 until 1969, and then served in the Retired Reserves
until his death.

The Reverend Dr. Mitchell received honorary doctorates from Bethune-Cookman College and
Florida Southern College

Three children were part of this family and later seven grandchildren: Barbara Mitchell Driscoll,
assistant state attorney in Ft. Lauderdale, and Meghan and Sean; T. Glenn Mitchell, pastor of Seminole
Heights United Methodist Church in Tampa, and Arden, Clark, and Payton; and James Arthur Mitchell,
pastor of First United Methodist Church, Fort Myers, and Allison and Sarah.

Tom died on March 22, 2009, at Carpenter’s Home Manor in Lakeland, Florida. A memorial
service was held on March 30, 2009, at First United Methodist Church in Lakeland. The Reverend David
McEntire officiated, assisted by Bishop Robert E. Fannin. Scriptures were read by Barbara Mitchell
Driscoll and Arden Mitchell. Messages were given by Tom’s sons, the Reverend T. Glenn Mitchell and
the Reverend James Arthur Mitchell. His grandchildren sang the hymn “Go, Tell It on the Mountain,”
with Meghan as soloist, and then “Dancing with the Angels,” with Bryant Manning as soloist. His ashes
were placed in the columbarium at First United Methodist Church in Lakeland.

We are thankful for 59 years of marriage and know that God called Tom home with “Well done,
thou good and faithful servant!”

Submitted by Barbara Mosley Mitchell
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JUDGE WATSON

Judge Watson was born on June 12, 1926, in Carver, Magoffin
County, Kentucky, one of 13 children born to Myrtle and Menifee
Watson. After service in the European Theater of Operations in the
United States Army Air Force, he earned degrees from Kentucky
Mountain Bible Institute, Asbury College, Indiana University, and
Emory University.

Shortly after graduating from Asbury College, Judge married
Agnes Lucile Smith of Jay, Florida, on June 19, 1952. Their first child,

David Lee Watson, was born on February 21, 1954, followed by James

Howard Watson on May 19, 1957, and Mary Esther Watson Halter on

November 1, 1959. After earning his Ph.D. in history from Indiana

University in 1957, he began his career as a professor of history. Dr.

Watson taught at Glenville State College in West Virginia for six years

and at Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky, for three years. After two

years replacing men on sabbatical leave at Arizona State and Texas

State Universities, he brought his family to Florida in 1969. From 1971 to 1978 he taught history at
Florida Southern College, where he was loved by staff, faculty, and students.

Over the years, Dr. Watson had served churches in Kentucky, Indiana, and Florida as a lay
pastor. Heeding the call to full-time pastoral service, he returned to Asbury Seminary in the fall of 1984
and spring of 1985. In the fall of 1985, he entered Emory University, where he earned a master of
divinity degree in 1987. Judge was received as a probationary member of the Florida Conference and
ordained a deacon in 1986 and was received into full connection and ordained an elder in 1989. He
then served the following churches: Community, Ridge Manor, 1987-90; First, Bowling Green, 1990-91;
Asbury, Bartow, 1991-92; and Trinity, Zephyrhills, 1992-94. He retired in 1994.

Judge loved his family, both at church and at home. He loved to read and travel. He enjoyed his
service with the Boy Scouts of America and his affiliation with Toastmasters International for more than
25 years. He loved music and singing and was a member of the choir at College Heights United
Methodist Church in Lakeland for many years. He enjoyed finished carpentry and working with different
woods. He was indeed an accomplished carpenter and cabinetmaker.

Judge died on October 30, 2008, after a battle with cancer. A memorial celebration was held at
College Heights United Methodist Church in Lakeland, Florida, on November 8, 2008, with the Reverend John
Simon and the Reverend Daphne Johnson officiating. Interment was in Lakeland Memorial Gardens.

Judge is survived by his wife, Agnes; his three children, David, Jim, and Mary; eight
grandchildren; five sisters; and one brother.

Always a man of quiet strength, Judge leaves a legacy of compassion, scholarship, integrity, love,
and service for His Lord.
Submitted by Mary Watson Halter
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H. PAUL SMITH

H. Paul Smith was born in Vanceburg, Kentucky, on May 5,
1920, to Martin and Emma Cole Smith. He received an A.B. degree in
1948 from Washington and Jefferson College in Washington,
Pennsylvania, and a master of theology degree in 1951 from Garrett
Evangelical Seminary in Evanston, lllinois.
He was admitted on trial in the Nebraska Conference in 1949,
ordained deacon in 1950, and ordained elder and received into full
connection in 1951.
Fresh out of seminary he was appointed to Immanue
Methodist Church in downtown South Bend, Indiana, where he led a
building program. His building experience there helped prepare him for
the advising and consulting he did for Methodist building programs
throughout the United States.
He also led congregations in Seattle, Washington, and Omaha,
Nebraska. In 1966 he was named director of what is now the General
Board of Global Ministries. In 1977 he transferred to the Florida Conference to become executive
director of the Florida United Methodist Development Fund, now the Florida United Methodist
Foundation, where he served until his retirement in 1989.

On October 13, 1962, he married Margarette A. Wood. Paul helped his wife Marge in the garden
and also built frames for her artwork. They were longtime members of College Heights United
Methodist Church in Lakeland, Florida. Margarette died in 2000.

Paul volunteered at the Lakeland Public Library for many years. His hobbies included
woodworking, gardening, and current events, and he was an American history buff. He will be
remembered for the smell of his pipe and his quiet whistling that could be heard before he entered a
room. He will be dearly missed by his family and remembered for his quiet, unassuming dignity.

He died on April 20, 2009, in Lakeland, Florida. Funeral services were held on April 25, 2009, at
Immanuel United Methodist Church in South Bend, Indiana, with burial in Southlawn Cemetery there. A
memorial service was held on May 3, 2009, at The Estates at Carpenters in Lakeland, with the Reverend
James Maxfield officiating.

Paul was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Margarette; a son, Edward Wood of South
Dakota; a brother, Carl Smith of Hillsboro, Ohio; and a sister, Hazel Asselin of Clarkston, Michigan.

Survivors are a daughter, Alanna Wood Chmiel of South Bend, Indiana; three sons, Dennis B.
Wood and wife Joyce of South Bend; Carl E. Smith and wife Carol of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and
Richard Smith of South Bend; 17 grandchildren; 35 great-grandchildren; a sister, Ruby G. Kidwell and
husband Dale of Hillsboro, Ohio; and numerous other nieces and nephews.

Submitted by Renee Asselin, niece
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DIACONAL MINISTER
FRANCES ELIZABETH WOLCOTT BRISBIN

Frances Elizabeth Wolcott Brisbin was born on April 30, 1927, in
Miami, Florida, to Roy Sylvester (Steve) Wolcott and Susan Emma
Roberts Wolcott.

With a double major in Christian education and home
economics, she received a bachelor’s degree from Florida Southern
College in 1949. She served on the Youth Camp Leadership Team in
1948-49 and as a Methodist Youth Fellowship counselor.

Fran married William Stuart Brisbin on June 23, 1951. They had
three children: Jo Alice, born on October 17, 1952; Beth Lynette, born on
February 9, 1960; and Mark Ainslie, born on October 19, 1961.

She served as Christian educator at the following churches:

College Park, Orlando, 1949-51; First, Gainesville, 1956-58; Saint Johns,
Winter Haven, Florida 1977; First, Bartow, 1978-80; Christ, Lakeland,
1980-83; and First, Zephyrhills, 1988-90.

Having completed the coursework for the diaconate at Perkins
School of Theology, Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas, in
1987, she was consecrated a diaconal minister in 1990.

She served on the Florida Conference Council on Ministries, Florida Conference Work Area on
Education, Work Area on Christian Faith and Human Sexuality, New Hymnal Presentation Team, Miami
District committees, and numerous local church committees. She was a Certified Lay Speaker and led
Disciple classes. She was an at-large delegate to Annual Conference for the Miami District and the
Lakeland District. She retired in 1997.

Fran died at home on March 27, 2009, from complications of Alzheimer’s disease. A memorial
service was held at First United Methodist Church in Lakeland, Florida, on March 31, 2009, with the
Reverend David McEntire officiating. Interment took place at the church.

She is survived by her husband, William S. Brisbin; daughters, Jo Alice Luther and husband Donald of
Blaine, Minnesota, and Beth B. Strayer and husband Bruce of Lakeland, Florida; son, Mark A. Brisbin and wife
Donna of Winter Garden, Florida; and granddaughter, Melissa L. Dougherty, of Lakeland, Florida.

Submitted by William S. Brisbin

CLERGY SPOUSES
BARBARA ELIZABETH FRENCH ALLERS

Barbara Elizabeth French Allers was born in Manchester, New Hampshire.

She was the devoted wife of the Reverend Norman T. Allers and served with him in New
Hampshire and Massachusetts before he transferred to the Florida Conference in 1966. Their ministry
included churches in Sarasota, Jacksonville, St. Petersburg, Tampa, and Odessa.

Barbara loved music, played the piano, and sang in the choir throughout her life. She worked as a
teacher, a retail sales associate, and a longtime employee at the now-closed Mole Hole on St. Armands Circle.

Barbara died on February 8, 2009, in Decatur, Georgia. A memorial service was held at Trinity
United Methodist Church in Sarasota, Florida, on February 15. Predeceased by her husband, she leaves
behind a daughter, Rebecca Cossum of Lithia, Florida; a son, Christopher Allers of Atlanta, Georgia; three
grandchildren, Nicholas, Benjamin, and Samantha; and a sister, Doris Schermerhorn of Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

Submitted by the Memoirs Committee
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DOROTHY SHEPHERD ALLEY

Dorothy Everett Shepherd was an early Christmas gift, born on
December 16, 1912, in Jefferson County, Florida, to the Reverend
James Everett Shepherd Jr., a Methodist preacher in the Florida
Conference, and Emma Florence Handley. Dorothy was the first of
six children, born in an old-style Florida Cracker home. Her family
had settled in the Florida territory in the early 1830s.
Dorothy graduated from Florida Southern College in 1932 with a
two-year degree in English and elementary education. In 1934 she
attended Duke University for the summer semester. Dorothy was a
bright and intelligent woman. She taught elementary school in Williston,
Florida, even though the school district did not have funds to pay their
teachers. While attending a meeting at First Methodist Church in
Gainesville, Florida, she met Raymond Ambrose Alley Sr.
Ray, an elder who would serve for 42 years in the Florida
Conference, and Dorothy were married on June 18, 1935, in First
Methodist Church of Titusville, Florida, in a ceremony performed by
her father. Dorothy and Ray were blessed with four children: Ann Lee Alley Earnshaw, born on
September 24, 1937; Raymond Ambrose Alley Jr., born on June 7, 1940; Paul Fredrick Alley Sr., born on
July 17, 1943; and Jo Alley Sumara, born on February 8, 1948. At the time of her death Dorothy had
seven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren

Dorothy was a faithful servant of Christ. During Ray’s appointment at First Methodist Church in
Pompano Beach, Dorothy was the organist. While Ray served First, Ft. Pierce, and Southside,
Jacksonville, Dorothy used her background in education to lead the children’s department and children’s
choir. While Ray was a district superintendent, Dorothy took great delight in hosting events for district
pastors and their spouses. She was active in the Women’s Society of Christian Service and the United
Methodist Women. She held offices at the local church, district, and conference levels.

Dorothy was known by her friends as a committed Christian woman who had a tremendous
amount of energy and was fun to be with. With the ability to see leadership potential in women, she
encouraged many women to develop those gifts in service to the church. Dorothy loved travel and
family adventures. She was a practical woman who was fully devoted to her family and the ministry of
Christ. Dorothy was a talented seamstress who saw the patterns of life. She ordered all that she did so
well that she produced a well-lived life of faithfulness and accomplishment.

Dorothy died on November 27, 2008, just 20 days before her 96" birthday, and the day after a
new grandchild was born. A service celebrating her life was held at First United Methodist Church in
Lakeland, Florida, on December 1, 2008, with the Reverend David McEntire and Dr. James Rowan
officiating. Dorothy was buried at Oak Hill Cemetery in Lakeland. She is survived by her children and
grandchildren.

Just before his death in 2000 Dorothy told her husband, “Raymond, you’ve preached resurrection
all your life. Now it’s your turn to live it.” Dorothy now lives that great resurrected life with all those
who have gone on before her. Dorothy loved to exclaim, “Great day!” She now knows the reality of
that “Great Day.” With joy we proclaim, “Thanks be to God for sharing the life of Dorothy with us.”

Submitted by the Reverend David McEntire
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ERLINE VIVIAN BRYANT BELYEU

My mother loved God, the church and her family. She carried that
love through a life that gave her great physical pain, but it was a glorious
life that was clearly guided by the Lord.

Erline Vivian Bryant Belyeu was born in Greensboro, Florida, on
March 11, 1923, to Benjamin L. Bryant and Maggie Tolar Bryant. It was
a tough beginning. Mother’s early life was spent on a tobacco farm,
where she worked in the fields throughout the day and helped with the
cooking during lunch and dinner. When the family went to sleep in the
evening, she would study and read by candlelight for a few hours. Her
walk with God began in those days, as she was a very active member of
the Greensboro Methodist Church. She used to tell people that she
was going to marry a tall, skinny Methodist preacher.

At age 16, Mother almost died of an abscess in her lung. She
spent an entire year in the hospital, but she survived and went on to
become valedictorian of Greensboro High School. During her latter
years of high school, a polite and good-looking insurance salesman frequently “just happened” to be
driving behind her school bus many afternoons as the bus arrived near her home. That salesman was
my dad, the Reverend Osborn Capers Belyeu, a tall, skinny Methodist preacher.

When Dad was drafted into the army just after Pearl Harbor, Mother attended a business college in
Alabama. She later worked at Maxwell Field in Montgomery, Alabama, as a civilian administrative specialist
with the army. Mother and Dad were married on June 9, 1946, in Quincy, Florida. They moved to Georgia,
where Dad attended Emory University and Mother worked with the IRS. A good friend of hers told me that
Mother was already an excellent cook by this time. | guess those hours of cooking on the farm had paid off.

Mother and Dad began their ministry in the Florida Conference in 1950. It was during this first
appointment that Mother started to experience extreme pain from arthritis in her neck. In spite of a
lifelong battle with pain, Mother maintained a ministry of visitation with Dad in every church they
served, participated in church functions, and supported and encouraged Dad in his ministry.

Mother served with Dad in 11 churches during their 36 active years in ministry in the Florida
Conference. InJune of 1986, they retired to Tallahassee, Florida, so that they could be close to their Gadsden
County roots. They became part of the wonderful, loving congregation at the Lake Jackson United Methodist
Church. Dad passed away in August of 1993.

For the last 13 years of her life, Mother lived at the Westminster Oaks Continuing Care Center in
Tallahassee. In spite of severe arthritis, painfully dry eyes, and advanced osteoporosis, she continued
her ministry of visitation there. Mother sought out residents who had no family, befriending them and
sharing love and kindness in wonderful ways. It was a ministry that she maintained to her final day.

During the last weekend of August 2008, Mother had her first stroke. She was rushed to the hospital
and revived. Through that “warning” God gave Mother and me a wonderful gift. We had time for long
conversations about Dad, eternal life, and salvation. On September 27 Mother had a final massive stroke.
She died September 29, 2008. | have a feeling that she was embraced by Dad as she entered heaven.

Pastor Kevin Hall officiated at the funeral service in Lake Jackson United Methodist Church in Tallahassee
on October 4, 2008. Several of her relatives and friends spoke at the service. Mother was buried next to Dad at
Sycamore Cemetery, outside of Greensboro, just a couple of miles from that tobacco farm where she began her
life. She is survived by five grandchildren, and two sons, Don Osborn Belyeu and his wife, Tracy, of West
Jefferson, North Carolina, and Stanley Mond Belyeu and his wife, Pat, of Cary, North Carolina.

Erline Vivian Bryant Belyeu belonged to the Lord. As she stepped into heaven, | am sure that she
was greeted with the words, “Well done, Erline!”

I miss you so very much, Mother. | look forward to the time when we will be together again.

Submitted by Dr. Stanley Mond Belyeu, P.E., her son
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HELEN JUANITA McLANE BLAIR

Helen Juanita MclLane Blair was born on June 27, 1930, in
Punta Gorda, Florida, to Leon and Lillian Pauline Burdette MclLane.
She graduated from Robert E. Lee High School in Punta Gorda in
1947.

She married Guldmar J. (Buck) Blair on October 17, 1953. They
were the parents of five children: Donna Lynne and Rhonda Lea, born
on November 12, 1954; Melinda Ann, born on April 1, 1956; Michael
Edwin, born on April 1, 1956; and Karen Juanita, born on December
21, 1958.

For 27 years Helen served alongside her husband in churches
throughout the conference. They retired to Wauchula, Florida, in
1990. Buck and Helen also enjoyed spending time in Hickory Grove,
Florida, where they owned a farm. She was a talented artist who
enjoyed her many hobbies, including painting, crafts, beekeeping,
lapidary, sewing, carpentry, and gardening.

Helen died on January 23, 2009. A memorial service was
conducted by the Reverend Marvin Sweat at First United Methodist Church in Wauchula, Florida, on
January 26, 2009. Her ashes were placed in North Florida amongst the flowers and land she dearly
loved.

Helen is survived by her husband, the Reverend Guldmar Blair; her children: Donna Lynne Blair
Hernandez, Rhonda Lea Blair Schrenk, Melinda Blair Luce, Michael Edwin Blair, and Karen Blair Gordon;
and her grandchildren: Kendall Gordon, Nicholas Gordon, Jamie Blair Gordon, George Schrenk, Randall
Schrenk, Blair Schrenk Sims, Shea Luce, Ryan Blair, Rowland Blair, and McKenzie Blair.

Submitted by Melinda Blair Luce

PHYLLIS WILSON BOZEMAN

Phyllis Wilson Bozeman was born in Montgomery, Alabama, on
August 24, 1919. Appropriately, that was a Sunday. Her family was
active in the First Methodist Church in Montgomery, and she grew up in
the church. Moreover, she grew up in an atmosphere of Christian love
and light. She graduated from the nearby Methodist college,
Huntingdon, where she pursued her love for English and for Christian
education.

Having committed her life to Christ at an early age, Phyllis sensed
that she would find fulfillment only in a life of ministry to others. While
pursuing a master’s degree in religious education at Emory University,
she met a theology student and pastor named Scottie Bozeman. They
fell in love, were married, and began ministry together on a Georgia
circuit. After Scottie graduated, they began pastoring in the Florida
Conference in 1945, serving churches small and large. Phyllis served
alongside Scottie as a faithful Bible teacher, circle leader, and minister of
mercy while pouring out her heart as a loving wife and mother. In every

church they served she was known for her hospitality, her kindness, and her teaching gifts.

After more than 40 years of service in ministry, Scottie and Phyllis retired in 1985 to Lakeland,
where they enjoyed many happy years together. Phyllis continued her active ministry throughout most
of her retirement years and continued to share the blessings of mercy and kindness in many lives.
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Phyllis passed away on June 9, 2008, having been predeceased by Scottie in 2005. Her memorial
service was held on June 13, 2008, at First United Methodist Church in Lakeland, with the Reverends
David McEntire and Arthur Padgett officiating. Burial was in Oak Hill Cemetery in Lakeland.

She is survived by her daughter, Blake Roberts of West Palm Beach; her sons, Wilson Scott
Bozeman and James Charles Bozeman of Lakeland; three grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.

Two of the hymns that she requested at her homegoing provide a beautiful description of her life:

Oh love that will not let me go, | rest my weary soul in thee;
| give thee back the life | owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow
may richer, fuller be.

Living for Jesus a life that is true

striving to please Him in all that | do

O Jesus Lord and Savior, | give myself to thee

for thou in thy atonement didst give thyself for me;

I own no other Master, my heart shall be thy throne
my life | give, henceforth to live, O Christ for thee alone.

Phyllis lived her life in service to the Christ who loved her. Her legacy is the kindness, mercy, and
truth which she planted in so many hearts.
Submitted by Wilson Bozeman

ANNA MARY WEAVER BROOKS

Anna Mary Weaver Brooks was born in Mount Gilead, Ohio, on
January 16, 1932, the sixth of nine children born to John and Twila
Weaver.

Gifted in music and song, Anna attended Cleveland Bible
College in Ohio, 1952-53, and immediately caught the eye of Carl Lee
Brooks, a fellow student. They fell in love, and from that point
forward they were lifelong partners and co-laborers in serving the
Lord as missionaries, pastors, teachers, and persons of faith.

They had six children: Nancy; Rebekah, born on April 24, 1954,

Crystal, born on August 28, 1955; Temperance, born on November 23,
1956; Carl L., Jr., born on November 14, 1958; and April, born on April 22,
1967.

Anna participated in mission outreaches with her husband at an
Indian mission school in Peace River, Alberta, Canada, in 1956, and a
missions work-study in San Jose, Costa Rica, in 1968, where she
attended the Spanish Language Institute. She also participated on her
own in an educational seminar and pilgrimage to Israel in 1978 and a working missions tour with Nora
Lam to Mainland China in 1985.

She was a life-long music teacher, directing children’s and adult choirs, summer vacation Bible
schools, outreaches, private Christian school programs, and concerts for voice and piano. She loved
teaching Sunday school to all ages but especially to young adults. She was a certified lay speaker in The
United Methodist Church. She volunteered locally in the public school system teaching at-risk teens.

A woman of strength, efficiency, and ability, Anna was passionate about evangelism. She served
alongside her husband, first in the Friends Meetings of North Carolina and then in the Florida
Conference of The United Methodist Church.
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Anna died peacefully in her home on September 5, 2008, at the age of 76 after a two-year
struggle with cancer. Her memorial service was held on September 8, 2008, at Northwest Community
Church in Orlando, Florida. Officiating at her service were the Reverend Dr. Bob Medford, retired, of
Archdale Friends Meeting, Archdale, North Carolina; the Reverend Dr. Dean Witten, pastor emeritus,
Sanlando United Methodist Church, Altamonte Springs, Florida; and Pastors Mark and Crystal Evans of
Sanford, Florida. She was buried in Astatula Cemetery in Astatula, Florida.

She was preceded in death by her husband in 1994. She is survived by her six children: Carl
Brooks Jr. and wife Cathy, Nancy Beeler and husband Jim, Rebekah Quinn and husband Guy, Crystal
Evans and husband Mark, Temperance Blinde, April McDonald and husband Kelly; 15 grandchildren; and
five great grandchildren.

Her personal response to the call of God on her life was evidenced by her serving Him with all her
heart, soul, mind, and strength. In a letter to Harry Denman, Anna wrote this simple and wonderful
prayer, “We give ourselves to many things. Help us, O God, to give ourselves to loving service.”

Submitted by Temperance Brooks Blinde

DAURICE AMELIA PFEIFFER BRUMMETT

Daurice Amelia Pfeiffer Brummett was born on June 3, 1917, in Louisville, Kentucky, to Bernard
and Amelia Fust Pfeiffer. She graduated from Shawnee High School.

She married the Reverend Jerry Walter Brummett on November 16, 1935. They had two
daughters: Constance Jean Brummett Quillinan, born on October 16, 1940, and Sheryl Joyce Brummett
Caldwell, born on October 14, 1944.

The family moved to Florida in 1948. After working in construction and several other areas, Jerry
finally answered God’s call to the ministry and enrolled at Emory University. His first appointment was
to Big Coppitt Key in 1962. He and Daurice served churches across the state until his retirement in 1981.
He died in 1995.

Daurice was her husband’s right hand. She was secretary, Sunday school teacher, pianist, painter and
gardener—even planting grass on Big Pine Key. She did anything that needed to be done.

After Jerry’s death Daurice moved to Atlanta to be with her daughter Connie and her family.
There she became active in County Line United Methodist Church, serving as a member of a team that
visited homebound members. She worked in Connie’s yard, garnering Yard of the Month honors. She
moved with the family to Elizabethton, Tennessee, where she continued gardening and also took
painting classes. She enjoyed visiting antique and garden shops with Connie.

Daurice died on April 25, 2008, of cardiac arrhythmia. Funeral services were held on April 28,
2008, at Good Shepherd Gardens Chapel in Ocala, Florida, with the Reverend June Edwards officiating.
Interment was in Good Shepherd Memorial Mausoleum.

She is survived by her daughters, Constance J. Quillinan and husband John, and Sheryl J. Caldwell
and husband Robert; grandsons, John D. Quillinan and wife Kim, Shawn J. Quillinan, Scott R. Caldwell
and wife Kelly, and Jason L. Caldwell; and great-granddaughters, Shelby Quillinan, Chloe P. Caldwell, and
Alexis G. Caldwell.

Submitted by Constance B. Quillinan
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JEAN FORTIN EICHLING

Jean Fortin Eichling was born on December 25, 1917. She married Philip Henry Eichling Jr. on July
6, 1945.

Jean and Phil were owners and operators of Eichling Flowers in Evanston and Skokie, lllinois, for
more than 20 years. Then they decided it was time to follow through on the commitment that Phil had
made to perform full-time work for God, and in 1964 he became a probationary member of the
Northern lllinois Conference. In 1968 he transferred to the Florida Conference, where Jean served with
him at Golden Gate, Marco Island, and Miramar in Hollywood. They retired to Naples in 1981.

Jean touched many lives with her grace and generosity.

Jean died on March 6, 2008, after a prolonged illness. Memorial services were held at St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church in Tuscon, Arizona, on March 15, 2008.

Preceded in death by her husband, the Reverend Phil Eichling, and her daughter, Deborah, she is
survived by her sons, Phil and Jim; her-daughter-in-law, Lynn; and grandchildren, Kim, Scott, Tammy,
Beau, Ralph, Randy, and Wendy.

Submitted by the Memoirs Committee

HARVEY CHARLES HOLLAND

Harvey Charles Holland was born on February 12, 1926, in Atlanta, Georgia, to Mary White
Holland and Harvey Columbus Holland, a clergy member of the North Georgia Conference.

Harvey grew up in Georgia parsonages and received a B.A. from Emory University in 1945. He
attended Candler School of Theology for a year but graduated in 1948 with an M.Div. from Union
Theological Seminary in New York City, where he had both Reinhold Niebuhr and Paul Tillich as teachers.

In 1948 Harvey returned to North Georgia to serve two years at North Decatur Methodist Church,
but he never stopped going to school. The last degree he earned was a doctor of education degree from
Florida Atlantic University in 1989.

During World War Il, he had received a ministerial deferment from the selective service system,
so he planned to serve as a military chaplain for a tour of duty after he had fulfilled the requirements of
graduating from theology school and serving two years as a parish minister. Later, however, he became
a career air force chaplain, serving for 23 years.

On March 16, 1951, Harvey married Miriam Haynes, also a P.K., who was in the process of earning
a Master of Religious Education degree from Emory Graduate School. After the 1951 session of the
North Georgia Conference, he left for the U.S. Air Force.

The Hollands had three children: William Wyatt Holland, born on October 4, 1953, in Okinawa,
named in honor of Dr. Wyatt Aiken Smart of Candler, who had taught both Harvey and his father and
Miriam and her father, Claud Haynes; George Haynes Holland, born on November 18, 1955, in Fort
Worth, Texas; and Sarah Frances Holland, born on September 29, 1960, in Bitberg, Germany.

Chaplain Holland’s last air force assighment was to Denver, Colorado. He now had the rank of colonel,
but instead of serving as the installation chaplain for another large base, he traveled to seminaries around
the country to encourage women and minorities to consider becoming air force chaplains.

After Harvey retired in June 1973, Miriam served as director of Christian education at First United
Methodist Church in Sarasota, Florida, for three years. He worked for the State of Florida with such
projects as helping Haitian refugees.

In 1977 the family moved to Augusta, Georgia, where Harvey was pastor of St. Andrew’s for a year
and associate at St. John for two years. Miriam went back to Candler and received an M.Div. in 1980.

In 1980 Miriam was ordained a deacon in the Florida Conference and appointed to Lakewood
Park in Ft. Pierce. She was the first United Methodist clergywoman appointed in St. Lucie County, and
one day she overheard a man say, “At first, | didn’t know what to think of having a woman pastor, but
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then | said to myself, ‘If it’s all right with Harvey, it’s all right with me!”” Harvey was not only a big help
to Miriam, but he worked for the state as a vocational rehabilitation counselor and was given the Bronze
Leaf Award for Superior Achievement.

The big project during the Holland’s eight years at Lakewood Park was the planning and building of a
beautiful sanctuary and administration wing. The first unit where the congregation had always worshipped
became a fellowship hall, named Holland Hall, clearly a tribute to Harvey as well as to Miriam.

Miriam’s next appointment was to St. Mark’s in Jacksonville. Harvey again assisted her and also
worked for Vocational Rehabilitation. When Miriam was appointed to Wagg Memorial in West Palm Beach
in 1991, Harvey retired from both V.R. and the North Georgia Conference. In 1994, when Miriam had surgery
for pancreatic cancer, he functioned as the pastor at Wagg. She retired at the 1995 Annual Conference.

The Hollands moved to Port St. Lucie to be near their daughter, her husband, and three very
young grandsons. Harvey was a faithful church member at First United Methodist Church, Fort Pierce,
and then after being asked to spend a year helping the Grapevine get started, at First United Methodist
Church, Port St. Lucie.

Harvey was always concerned with social justice issues, especially the abolition of the death
penalty. He wrote letters for Amnesty International every month and was a loyal member of the
Methodist Federation for Social Action.

For a dozen years Harvey was the coordinator of the Ft. Pierce Church World Service CROP Walk
but, on October 9, 2008, he had a fall on his daily walk and died on December 1, 2008. On February 22,
20009, a Ft. Pierce/Port St. Lucie CROP Walk, with 18 congregations participating, was held “in memory of
Harvey Holland and in honor of Miriam.”

Memorial services were held in Port St. Lucie and Atlanta. His ashes were interred in Westview
Cemetery in Atlanta.

Some of those who have been especially blessed by Harvey’s life are his wife, three children and
their spouses, four grandsons, one granddaughter, and one great-granddaughter.

Submitted by Miriam Holland

JOHANNA BANKS HOWARD

Johanna Banks Howard was born on February 6, 1918, in Dowelltown,
Tennessee, to Harmon Monroe and Elrissa Barry Banks. She received her
education at Baxter Seminary, Tennessee Wesleyan College, and Union College
in Barbourville, Kentucky.

On June 6, 1943, she married Hillard R. Howard, a Methodist pastor.
They had two children: Albert Harmon Howard, born on March 29, 1944, and
Harry Lee Howard, born on June 2, 1945. From 1943 to 1968 Johanna and her
husband served churches in the Tennessee and Northern lllinois conferences.
After transferring to the Florida Conference in 1968, they served in Sarasota
and Hudson. He retired in 1978 and they returned to Tennessee, where he
served one appointment.

Johanna taught in public and private schools, from second grade to high
school senior English. In retirement she was an active member of First United Methodist Church in
Maryville, Tennessee. She also was a devoted tutor in the Blount County Adult Literacy Program. Her life
was a beautiful incarnation of compassion, patience, and commitment. She will be much missed by
those who knew her.

Johanna died on March 29, 2009, at Asbury Place Health Center in Maryville. She was preceded in
death by her parents; her husband, Hillard Roscoe Howard; her brother, Bud William Banks; and her son,
Albert Harmon Howard. She is survived by her son and daughter-in-law, Harry Lee and Nancy Ketchersid
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Howard; her granddaughter and husband, Rachel Howard and Jamie Cloud; her great-grandson, Michael
Anthony Cloud; and her sister and husband, Dean Banks and Milan Tucker.

A service of celebration of her life was held on April 1, 2009, at First United Methodist Church in
Maryville, Tennessee, with the Reverends Melody Kidd, Robert Hayes, Larry Carroll, and Brenda Carroll
officiating. Interment was in Highland Memorial Cemetery in Knoxville, Tennessee.

Submitted by the Memoirs Committee

EDITH LANEY STRAWN KNOX

Edith Laney Strawn Knox was born on May 24, 1928, in Dunedin,
Florida, where she grew up. She graduated from Clearwater High
School, received her academic training at Tulane University, and
received her nurse’s training at Southern Baptist Hospital in New
Orleans. As a teenager she was the pianist for the Dunedin Baptist
Church.

In June 1951 Edith married James Lloyd Knox. The Knoxes
moved to Emory University in Atlanta, where Lloyd enrolled in Candler
School of Theology. Edith worked in the nursery of Emory University
Hospital.

Edith and Lloyd became Methodist missionaries and in 1958
were sent to Cuba, where Edith did medical work in a poor barrio. Her
husband did pastoral ministry in the same town.

In 1961 the Knoxes were sent to Buenos Aires, Argentina, where
they carried out similar work. The family returned to Florida in 1965.
Edith served with her husband as he pastored churches in West Palm
Beach, Tampa, and St. Petersburg and served as superintendent of the DeLand and Miami Districts.
Elected to the episcopacy in 1984, Lloyd was bishop of the Birmingham and Atlanta Areas. The Knoxes
retired to St. Petersburg in 1996.

Edith worked at the Student Health Center of the University of Miami and at the blood bank at
Tampa General Hospital.

She has sung in church choirs, taught Sunday school, and been a leader in the United Methodist
Women. Throughout her life she blessed many people with her gentle, loving spirit.

Edith died on May 20, 2008, in St. Petersburg. She is survived by her husband, Lloyd; her son, Michael,
of Gainesville, Florida; her daughter, Carol, of Tallahassee, Florida; and many other relatives and close friends.

A memorial service was held on May 24, 2008, at First United Methodist Church in St. Petersburg.
Officiating were the Reverend David Miller, Bishop Timothy Whitaker, the Reverend Dr. Gene
Zimmerman, the Reverend Dr. Roberto Perez, and the Reverend James Harnish.

Submitted by Carol Knox
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NANCY MARIE DELK LIDDELL

Nancy Marie Delk Liddell, wife of the Reverend David Liddell,
retired member of the Florida Annual Conference, was born in Nashville,
Tennessee, on March 25, 1949. She was born to Janice Delk and raised
primarily by her maternal grandmother and great-grandparents, Juanita
Delk and Jessie and John Cooper, respectively. Nancy was a proud
graduate of Hillsborough High School in Tampa, Florida.

A lifelong devotee of all things home, Nancy was an expert seamstress,
interior decorator, cook, baker, craftsperson, and generally anything
dedicated to the joy of homemaking. Additionally, she rose quickly through
the administrative ranks in medical billing, followed by a career position with
General Telephone Data Services, commonly known as G-TEDS.

Nancy was instrumental in the rearing of her four younger siblings
and married later in life, waiting for exactly the right person, “hopefully
a pastor,” as she would tell her siblings. After considerable prayer and
with the help of a female pastor friend, Mr. Right was finally unveiled
during a blind date in 1991. Upon returning home that evening, Nancy

called one of her siblings to extol his many attributes, including the fact that he was indeed “a pastor!”

They were married on October 17, 1992, and it can clearly be said that Nancy’s best years were
spent as the wife of David Liddell. She shared his ministry at Grace, Lake Mary; Lake Alfred; North Fort
Myers; and Seminole Heights, Tampa. She inherited his family and children: David Jr. and Valerie and the
best gift of all, grandchildren! Through her love for them she was able to experience the family bonds
she had cultivated throughout her life. From annual family vacations to passing on her valued recipes
and craft tips, Nancy finally achieved her lifelong goal of having her very own nuclear family.

Although she dealt with the debilitating effects of MS, it was a rare intestinal disorder that
claimed her life on July 23, 2008. Funeral services were held at First United Methodist Church in Tampa,
Florida, on July 28, 2008. Interment was at the Garden of Memories Cemetery in Tampa.

Nancy leaves a large family that includes lifelong friends, family members, and church members.
She also leaves a legacy of lifelong service through her many endeavors such as Alpha Rho Sorority and
Tampa Kiwanis.

Her family survivors are her husband, David; son, David; daughter, Valerie Mitchell; grandchildren,
Kaitlin, Seth, and Elizabeth; sisters, Lisa Brock, Sunny Paige, and Tina Fallen; brother, John Brock; and
nine nieces and nephews.

She is missed by many.

Submitted by Lisa Brock

MURIEL JOYCE FRITZKE MILLER

Muriel Joyce Fritzke Miller married W. Harold Miller on September 5, 1948. They had attended
Plant City High School together. They had two daughters, Charlotte Ruth and Martha Louise.

She was a teacher in the Florida public school system for 38 years, while serving alongside her
husband in his appointments in Lakeland, Dade City, Bradenton, and Tampa and while he served for 31
months as a chaplain in the United States Navy in the 1960s.

Muriel died on May 23, 2008, at the age of 80 while living in Clayton, Georgia. Funeral services
were held on May 31, 2008, at First United Methodist Church in Dover, Florida. Interment was in
Memorial Park Cemetery in Plant City, Florida.
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She was preceded in death by her husband, the Reverend W. Harold Miller, who was killed in an
automobile accident in 1971. She is survived by her daughters, Charlotte Miller of Ft. Myers, Florida,
and Martha Miller of Atlanta, Georgia; her sisters, Bertie Faulkner of Dover, Florida, and Carol Miley of
St. George Island, Florida; and her brother, Albert Fritzke of Samson, Alabama.

Submitted by the Memoirs Committee

ALICE CARTER RIDDLE

Alice Carter Riddle was born on April 9, 1924, in Chicago,
lllinois, the daughter of Iva Pickle and Luther C. Carter of Pigeon
Forge, Tennessee.

She received her education in Tennessee and further clerical
experience via local technical schools. She lived briefly in Washington,

D.C., where she worked for the U.S. Government until her marriage to
James A. Riddle in 1942.

Following the completion of James’ seminary training at the
Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, Georgia, they served churches
in the North Georgia Conference. Alice was the consummate
minister’s wife, serving faithfully in the Women’s Society of Christian
Service, singing in the church choir, and graciously entertaining
parishioners in the parsonage. She was extremely adept in making a
home for her husband and son wherever they were appointed.

During their appointment to a new church in Atlanta, she
worked for Lockheed and later for the I.R.S.

In 1963 they moved to St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist her aging parents. Shortly after their
transfer to the Florida Annual Conference, her husband became chaplain at the Pinellas County Jail in
Clearwater, where he served for more than 16 years, while she worked for the Veterans Administration
in St. Petersburg. After retirement in 1983 they moved to property in the Ocala National Forest near
Inverness, Florida.

In 1993 they moved to Jacksonville, Florida, to be closer to their son and grandchildren. They
lived for two years at Wesley Manor, where the Reverend Mr. Riddle worked as chaplain. They then
lived for five years in the vacation home of their son and daughter-in-love in Green Cove Springs,
Florida. As their health declined, they moved to Westminster Apartments, Westminster House, and
finally back to Westminster Woods, formerly Wesley Manor.

After her husband’s death in December 2005, Alice remained in the Skilled Nursing Center until
her death on January 19, 2009. She spent her final days under the care of Northeast Hospice. While
Mom had diminished in body at the time of her death, she was whole in spirit before God.

Her memorial service was held at Asbury United Methodist Church in Orange Park, Florida, where her
son and daughter-in-love are in ministry. The service was led by long-time friend and colleague, the Reverend
Dr. Laurence Coles. She and her husband are interred in the Bay Pines Memorial Cemetery in St. Petersburg.

She is survived by one son, James A. (Ty) Riddle Ill and wife Barbara Williams Riddle of
Jacksonville; two grandsons: James A. Riddle IV and wife Julie Hartman Riddle of DeBary, Florida, and
Robert Williams Riddle and wife Kathleen Sheppard Riddle of Orlando, Florida; three great grandsons,
Benjamin Allen Riddle, Cameron James Riddle, and Sheppard Williams Riddle; one brother, Edward
Carter of Winston-Salem, North Carolina; and two sisters, Elaine Graves-Cox of Maryville, Tennessee,
and Jean Ann Aderholt of Wildwood, Florida.

Submitted by James A. Riddle IlI

- 246 -



2009 Journal of The Florida Annual Conference — Part V

LOUELL AVERY RIGSBY

Louell Avery Rigsby was born to Harmon and Beulah Maynard
Avery on September 5, 1922, in Adel, Georgia. She met Willis M.
Rigsby at a church sing-along in Parrish, Florida, and they were
married on August 9, 1943. They had three children: Paul Milton, born
on September 16, 1944; Donald Matthews, born on September 20,
1952; and Rebecca Marie, born on August 24, 1954..

She served with her husband, an associate member of the
conference, at Citra; Grace, Hosford; Bristol; and Grace, Perry. He
retired from the ministry in 1985, but during his retirement they
served at Interbay, Tampa, for three years.

Louelle died of congestive heart failure on September 25, 2008.
Funeral services were held on September 30, 2008, at Northeast
United Methodist Church in Tampa, Florida, with Dr. Florence Howell
officiating. Burial was in Parrish Cemetery in Parrish, Florida.

She is survived by her husband, Willis M. Rigsby; her daughter,
Rebecca M. Rigsby; and her sons, Paul M. Rigsby and Donald Rigsby.

Louell was a devoted wife, mother, and Christian. She loved to cook and garden, and she was a

professional seamstress.

Submitted by Donald Rigsby

CLAIRE MALONE SHORT

Claire Malone Short was born on February 25, 1938, in Miami,
Florida, the daughter of Randolph and Claire Carter Malone of Coral
Gables.

Claire was educated in the public schools of Dade County and
graduated from Emory University in 1960.

She married Riley Phillips Short on April 8, 1960, and they
became the parents of Sarah Branham Short Matson, Roy Hunter Short
I, Riley Phillips Short Jr., and Susan Randolph Short Johnson. She was
also the grandmother to 13 children.

She and her husband were honored by having the Chair of the
Chaplaincy at Florida Southern College named for both of them.

Claire died on March 18, 2009, in Bad Mergentheim, Germany,
where she was receiving treatment for a recurrence of breast cancer.
Her husband was holding her hand and all her children were with her.
Her memorial service was held at First United Methodist Church in
Lakeland, Florida on March 22, 2009. The Reverends David McEntire,

Sue Haupert-Johnson, Tom McCloskey, Charles Reeb, Phillip Short, Bill Owens, and Alex Shanks
officiated. She is buried at First United Methodist Church in Lakeland.

Claire had a rare talent for seeing the possibilities in people and cast-aside junk. She was
beautiful and never knew it. Her faith was strong and contagious, and she had a special strength so as
to be God’s woman in the life of her husband, Riley Short.

Submitted by Riley Short
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MOLLY RESPESS SPRINGFIELD

Molly Respess Springfield was born in Atlanta, Georgia, on May 2,
1918, to James L. and Molly Ray Respess. She received her education in
Atlanta public schools and her degree in philosophy from Wesleyan
College in Macon, Georgia. She married the Reverend Thaxton
Springfield, on June 6, 1940, and served alongside him in Inverness, High
Springs, and Green Cove Springs, interrupted by his two years as a navy
chaplain. When he became director of the Wesley Foundation at the
University of Florida in 1947, she moved with him to Gainesville, where
she was active in and devoted to the community her entire adult life.

Molly was a founding member of the University United Methodist
Church. Her love for the students and strong support of the vision and
guiding principles of the Wesley Foundation motivated her life-long activity
as a leader and supporter of the foundation and the church.

During the 60 years that Molly lived in Gainesville, she was a
consistent and dedicated volunteer to many causes she felt strongly about.

She was a Pink Lady at Alachua General Hospital for many years, a member and past president of the Altrusa
Club, a member and past president of the League of Women Voters, and a member and past president of the
University Women'’s Club.

Her five sons attended Gainesville public schools and P.K. Yonge School at the University of Florida
from 1947 through 1972, a total of 25 years. During those years she was active in the Parent-Teachers
Association, serving as president on more than one occasion. As an elementary school teacher, she was
ahead of the times as an ardent believer in early childhood education. She volunteered for and later became
the director of Alachua County Coordinated Child Care, advocating successfully, locally and statewide, for a
strong and equal early childhood education for all of Alachua County's children.

She balanced her community life with family and self. She was an avid bridge player, playing in a
variety of clubs throughout her 60 years in Gainesville. Rarely without a book at her side, she
participated in her Wednesday night study group her entire adult life in Gainesville. She loved nothing
better than a week at the beach or, as an ardent Gator fan, going to the O'Connell Center to watch
Gator basketball. This balanced life sustained a solid foundation of optimism and cheerfulness that was
often a source of comfort and guidance to those who depended on her and those who knew her.

Molly died on April 9, 2008. A memorial service was held at First United Methodist Church in
Gainesville, Florida, on April 21, 2008, with the Reverends Gene Zimmerman and David Fuquay
officiating.

She was preceded in death by her husband on July 23, 1970. She raised and is survived by five
sons: Thaxton and his wife Katherine of Belleair, Florida; Dempsey and his wife Deanna of Boston,
Massachusetts; Whit and his wife Lyla of Tallahassee, Florida; Jim of St. Augustine, and Emory and his
wife Jennifer of Gainesville. She dearly loved and took great pride in her four grandchildren: Jake, Molly,
Blaise, and Frazier.

Submitted by Emory Springfield
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KAREN RADCLIFF STANDRIDGE

Karen Radcliff Standridge was born to Hugh Adair and Jean
Hinkle Radcliff on March 19, 1961, in Parkersburg, West Virginia. She
was the beautiful wife of Andrew Max Standridge, pastor of First
United Methodist Church in Hawthorne.
She attended West Virginia Wesleyan College, a Methodist-
affiliated college, in Buckhannon, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in
Speech Communications and Dramatic Arts. She put this degree to
good use by performing Christian dramas in the various churches she
attended. She also attended Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky, where she met Drew. They were
married on July 7, 1984.
Karen had many achievements in her chosen field of social
services. In her native state she served as the founding manager and
Qualified Mental Retardation Professional (QMRP) of the Buckhannon-
Upshur and Barbour Street Group Homes. Not only did she open
these two group homes for mentally-challenged adults, but she
trained the managers and QMRPs who replaced her. (A QMRP is a
person who assesses mentally-challenged individuals to design programs to teach them life and
vocational skills.) She also served first as a relief houseparent and then as a lead houseparent at the
Florida United Methodist Children’s Home.
While in Georgia, Karen set up the office and files of the Good Friends Shelter in Grovetown,
near Augusta. The state auditor of such homes said that Karen had done such a good job that it was a
pleasure to audit the home because everything needed to run it properly was in place and it was run so
well. While with Disc Village, Incorporated, of Tallahassee, Florida, she blossomed because she was
fulfilling the calling for which God had gifted her, counseling. She touched many lives in all the years she
served in the social service field.

Two stories demonstrate Karen’s great sense of humor and her heart of compassion. While she was
in high school, Karen worked two years at various jobs, including babysitter and waitress, to pay her way to
Europe as her gift to herself for graduating. She toured Greece, Italy, Austria, Germany, France, and Spain.
While staying with a German family, she encountered one of her favorite dogs, a Doberman pinscher. She
called to the dog and whistled for him, but the dog just looked at her strangely and turned his head from side
to side. The owners of the dog, a father and son, laughed when they realized what Karen was trying to do.
The father said something in German and the dog sat up. He said something else and the dog lay down. He
said something else and the dog rolled over. Karen exclaimed, “Even the dog speaks German!”

The second story involved a young lady named Sue (a pseudonym) who arrived at the Children’s
Home while Karen was the relief houseparent at Shannon Cottage, the cottage for elementary-school
aged girls. Sue arrived in well-used clothing, dirty, and with her hair full of lice. She was so terrified that
she hid in the cottage. It took Karen about thirty minutes to find her and two hours to talk her out from
under the water fountain. She blossomed at the Children’s Home while we were there.

While | was the pastor of Carrabelle United Methodist Church, Karen and | returned for the
annual Day on Campus at the Home. Karen had expressed her desire to know if what she had done at
the Home and other places had made any difference at all. While there, we encountered Sue again.
This time she was 13 and had become a top student and well-rounded person. She remembered that
Karen had prayed with her every night before she went to bed and told what a difference Karen had
made in her life. Karen left knowing she had made a difference, both in Sue’s life and in the lives of
many others. Her life was definitely one that made a difference for Jesus!

Karen died on November 13, 2008, in Hawthorne. Her funeral in West Virginia was held on
November 17, 2008, at the McCulla Funeral Home in Morgantown, with interment at the Beverly Hills
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Memorial Gardens, also in Morgantown. A memorial service was held on December 20, 2008, at
Carrabelle United Methodist Church, with the Reverend Julie Stephens officiating. There was also a
memorial service at First United Methodist Church in Hawthorne on January 31, 2009, with the
Reverend Frankie Thomas officiating.

She is survived by her husband, Andrew; her sister, Kathy Cook Cutright of Buckhannon, West
Virginia, and her brothers, Hugh Duane Radcliff of Independence, West Virginia, and David James
Radcliff of Lombard, lllinois. Her sister, Sandra Lee London, also a Methodist pastor’s spouse, died on
December 18, 2008.

Submitted by Andrew Standridge

JEAN TIPPS KINNARD SZABO

Jean Tipps Kinnard Szabo was born on a farm in Moore County,
Tennessee, in 1926 to Floyd and Lillie Tipps. She attended high school in
Lynchburg, Tennessee, and kept house for her siblings after her father
died and her mother went back to college.

After high school she took a year off to recover from pneumonia,
then enrolled at Middle Tennessee State University. She roomed with a
woman who was dating a friend of Henry L. Kinnard Jr. Henry owned a
car and also attended the university. Jean was set up on a blind date
with Henry Kinnard so that her roommate and her boyfriend would
have transportation. Six months later, Henry and Jean were married—
he sold that car to buy her an engagement ring.

The newly married couple dropped out of college to save money
and Henry drove a truck, among other things, to make a living for his
new bride. But after backing it into a river and other calamities, Henry
realized that truck driving probably would not be the right path for him.

After finally answering the call to be a minister, Henry gathered
up his bride, his parents, and their new daughter, Gloria, and moved to
Lakeland, Florida, where he obtained a bachelor’s degree in English from Florida Southern College in
1951. Jean worked in an office in Lakeland, and the grandparents helped out.

After graduation, a second daughter, Linda, arrived and the family moved to Wilmore, Kentucky,
so that Henry could attend Asbury Theological Seminary. The school lost its accreditation, however, and
he enrolled at Candler School of Theology at Emory University, receiving his divinity degree in 1954.

The couple then set their sights on Florida, a state that was booming with new churches, new
people, and young and old families with dreams of palm trees, orange blossoms, and balmy weather.
Their first appointment was in Plant City, strawberry capital of the nation. The small church warmed to
the young minister and his two small children and lovely wife.

Four years later, in 1958, the Kinnards moved a short distance north to Zephyrhills, where Jean
gave birth to the couple’s third child, Patricia, just a month after the usual June move. Together they
charmed and wooed the town, whose population doubled in the winter to 10,000 people. At the peak of
the Reverend Mr. Kinnard’s ministry there, the church was able to claim 1,000 members.

After eight years in Zephyrhills the family moved to Quincy, home of shade tobacco and Coca-Cola
stock millionaires. Those years were times of social tumult, and the family often wondered if they were
doing enough to promote understanding among the diverse members of our society.

In 1968, the Kinnard family faced a terrible crisis. The headaches that had suddenly daunted the
irrepressible minister were diagnosed as a brain tumor, and he died on October 11, 1968.
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Mrs. Kinnard was now a widow with one child in college, one headed there, and 10-year-old
Patricia. The Florida Conference, with the urging of the Reverend Robert Bledsoe and others, stepped up
and offered her both a job and a home in Lakeland.

She began her career at Florida Southern College in the fall of 1969, rising to become dean of
women. She retired in 1979 to move to Tullahoma, Tennessee, to care for her ailing mother.

After the death of his wife, Frank Szabo, dean of men at Florida Southern, wooed Jean back to Florida,
and they were married in 1989. During retirement they traveled extensively throughout the United States.
The Szabos moved to Columbus, Georgia, in 2003 to be near her daughters. Frank died in 2005.

Jean Tipps Kinnard Szabo died of ovarian cancer on December 14, 2009, at her home in Columbus.
She is survived by three daughters: Gloria Longstreet and husband Michael of Columbus, Georgia; Linda
Harris of Atlanta, Georgia; and Patricia Lancaster and husband Hal of Columbus; two step-daughters:
Maurine Taylor of Aurora, Colorado, and Shari Szabo of Lakeland, Florida; three brothers; two sisters;
seven grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren

Funeral services were held on December 18, 2008, at Daves-Culbertson Funeral Home in
Tullahoma, Tennessee, with the Reverend John Bell officiating. Interment was in Rose Hill Memorial
Gardens in Tullahoma.

Submitted by Gloria Longstreet, Linda Harris, and Patricia Lancaster,
daughters of the Reverend Henry L. Kinnard Jr. and Jean Tipps Kinnard.
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